
The Association for Progressive Communications  is a global network of 80+ organisations using technology 

for social, gender, and environmental justice. We are part of the Global Digital Justice Forum, the Global 

Digital Rights Coalition for WSIS and the Alliance for Universal Digital Rights. 

 

We welcome that this consultation includes all stakeholders and hope this practice is maintained. 

 

We want to highlight: 

 

Five critical challenges 

1. Digital inequality 

2. Insufficient financing for WSIS implementation. 

3. Erosion of the concept of the public interest in digital governance discourse. 

4. Gaps in human rights integration 

5. Environmental harms from digitalisation which now often outstrip its benefits. 

We propose five related priorities for action 

Firstly, address digital equality by acknowledging that market-led approaches are not sufficient. We need to 

diversify access markets through enabling regulation and financing for community-led connectivity initiatives 

and we need more public investment in human and institutional capacity to build infrastructure, skills, 

content and services. 

Secondly, establish a dedicated taskforce to explore and propose innovative and blended financing 

mechanisms including public finance, revision of universal service funds, development bonds, and drawing 

on tax revenue sourced from global digital transactions and companies. This Taskforce can build on the 

recommendations of UN’s 2025 Financing for Development Conference. 

 

Thirdly, reclaim the public interest in digital development by increasing corporate accountability through 

public interest and human rights-oriented regulation. We need to revive the notion of the digital information 

commons. 

Fourthly, complement "ethics" language in Action Line C10 by referring to human rights standards and the 

2012 UNGA resolution that rights that apply offline also apply online. 

Fifthly, mainstream environmental sustainability by mandating impact assessments of tech innovation and 

integrating green practices across all Action Lines. 



We suggest five ways of strengthening the WSIS Framework 

1. Integrate GDC language, principles, objectives and follow up into the WSIS framework. 

2. Integrate gender equality into all the WSIS action lines with specific goals, targets and indicators. 

3. Make permanent the IGF’s mandate and recognise that it addresses internet and broader digital 

governance 

4. Recognise that enhanced cooperation remains relevant for the global South and strengthen the CSTD as a 

space for intergovernmental discussion on emerging internet-related digital public policy issues. 

5. Strengthen participation in both multilateral and multistakeholder digital governance processes. 

This might all sound daunting, but we have the necessary building blocks in WSIS vision, and principles, the 

lessons learnt over the last 20 years, and the UN’s human rights-based approach to development. What is 

needed is a renewed common global commitment to using these and we trust that the WSIS+20 outcome 

will provide that. 


