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Excellencies, dear colleagues,
| have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.

First of all, let me thank the co-facilitators for the elements paper and for organising this joint
consultation. We welcome your efforts in ensuring an inclusive process, be it through
consultations such as today, as well as during recent forums, and the creation of the Informal
Multistakeholder Sounding Board.

The EU submitted an input in writing for your consideration as you prepare the zero draft of
the WSIS+20 review outcome document.

We also submitted three non-papers to develop the proposed WSIS-SDG-GDC roadmaps;
align Digital Transformation with Human Rights; and Strengthen the Internet Governance
Forum (IGF).

Today | would like to highlight our proposals to strengthen the IGF for a forward-looking,
inclusive and multi-stakeholder Internet governance.

The IGF continues to stand as a cornerstone of the multistakeholder model, offering a unique
and inclusive platform where governments, civil society, the private sector, academia, the
technical community, and international and regional organisations come together to address
digital governance challenges transparently and collaboratively. | would like to take this
opportunity to thank Norway for hosting the annual IGF last month. The EU and its Member
States reaffirm their strong support for the IGF’'s mandate as established in the Tunis Agenda
and recognize its pivotal role in shaping global digital policy.

Yet, in the face of rapid technological change and widening digital divides, the IGF must
evolve. The upcoming WSIS+20 review presents a critical opportunity to strengthen the IGF’s
structure, enhance its financial sustainability, and increase the impact of its outcomes.

To ensure long-term stability, the EU proposes the permanent institutionalization of the IGF
within the UN system, maintaining its home in UN DESA. We also advocate for sustainable
funding through the UN regular budget, via reallocation of existing funds, complemented by
voluntary contributions, and the appointment of a dedicated IGF Secretariat Director to
ensure follow-up and coordination across digital governance initiatives. The IGF’s
Multistakeholder Advisory Group and Leadership Panel should be involed in streamlining the
IGF into an integrated WSIS and GDC framework, inlcuding other relevant UN-led processes,
to ensure coherence in global digital governance.

Balanced representation is key. The EU calls for greater inclusion of representatives from
developing countries and marginalized groups, supported by targeted financial assistance.
We also support strengthening National, Regional, and Youth IGF Initiatives to ensure
grassroots voices are heard and integrated.

To enhance policy impact, we propose reinforcing multi-year thematic tracks and ensuring
IGF conclusions are systematically linked to WSIS Action Lines. This would create a feedback
loop where IGF outcomes inform WSIS processes and vice versa, fostering coherence and
continuity.

Finally, to address emerging challenges and prevent internet fragmentation, the EU proposes
the creation of Multistakeholder Governance Labs within the IGF. These Labs would serve as
collaborative spaces where diverse stakeholders can explore the implications of emerging
technologies, build on existing IGF structures such as IGF Policy networks, Best Practices



Forum, and Dynamic Coalitions, and co-create innovative, inclusive solutions. They would also
attract new voices — especially youth and experts from developing regions — ensuring the IGF
remains forward-looking and globally representative.

In sum, the EU envisions a stronger, more impactful IGF: one that is inclusive, sustainable, and
equipped to meet the challenges of the digital age.

Thank you.



