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Thank you to the co-facilitators and the team at DESA for organizing this consultation for the 
WSIS+20 review.   
 
As a veteran government negotiator throughout the entire 5-year original WSIS process, it is critical 
that one of the key achievements of WSIS - the opening of the room for all to meaningfully engage - 
is honored and maintained in this all-important anniversary year.   
 
With that in mind, I want to commend the co-facilitators for making efforts to create avenues for 
stakeholder involvement, such as their active engagement at the recent Internet Governance 
Forum (IGF) and other venues, the swift creation of the Informal Multistakeholder Sounding Board, 
and today’s session which includes both government and non-government stakeholders.   
 
I am however disappointed to see that of the 91 speakers scheduled to speak today, only 14 of 
those so roughly 15% percent, are governments.  To truly live up to the promise of multistakeholder 
approaches, we need to move past performative consultations.  While today’s session represents 
a small step forward, I continue to wonder if the UN New York system can actually be adapted to 
achieving meaningful multistakeholder shared decision-making. 
 
With respect to today’s agenda of the elements paper and the path forward to the end of year 
resolution, I offer the following four observations: 
 

• First, the WSIS +20 final documents should be fact based and recognize the meaningful 
progress that has been made.  In that regard, it should not simply be a restatement of the 
disputes of the past, but rather clearly articulate our shared successes while also identify 
where gaps or challenges remain.  The WSIS +10 language or last year’s Global Digital 
Compact (GDC) text can be instructive. 
 

• Second, better outcomes and decisions occur when all perspectives are included.  This is 
why the multistakeholder model, including shared decision-making, has been so critical to 
the Internet’s success.  The WSIS+20 resolution should acknowledge and re-commit to 
multistakeholder approaches, including clearly recognizing the role of all 
stakeholders - governments, the private sector, the technical community, civil society, and 
academia. 
 

• Third, it is well past time for the UN system to fully embrace the Internet Governance Forum 
(IGF).  The fact that a distributed ecosystem of national and regional IGFs has organically 
sprung up around it, proves the value that stakeholders, including governments, find in this 
approach.  The IGF should be renewed with a permanent, if not long-term mandate, and 
funding resources be allocated. 

 
• And finally, given the lingering concerns about the GDC process, as well as the budget 

concerns facing the UN system, it is unrealistic to think the UN can continue to run 
duplicative and/or reductive processes.  Any GDC implementation or follow up should 



move into the existing WSIS framework - either through the annual WSIS Forum or the 
IGF.  And unclear phrases like enhanced cooperation should not be recycled.  Prior to new 
lines of effort or working groups created, there should be a clear term of reference agreed. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to share my views. 


