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Thank you so much Ambassadors…

Your Excellencies,

My name is Kayode Oyeyemi, the Senior Programme Officer for AfICTA, Africa
ICT Alliance, representing the African private sector with the vision to fulfill the
promise of the digital age for everyone in Africa. I am honored to speak on
capacity building, a critical enabler for Africa’s digital transformation.

Africa is a continent of immense potential, with a young and dynamic population.
Yet, to fully harness this potential, we must invest in building relevant digital skills.
According to the World Bank (2023), 230 million jobs in Sub-Saharan Africa
will require digital skills by 2030, yet less than 10% of African youth receive
formal ICT training (compared to over 50% in Europe). We advocate for scalable
capacity-building programs focused on youth, women (She code), and underserved
communities, delivered through public-private partnerships.

We urge all stakeholders to support industry-aligned training in emerging
technologies. This could includes reskilling workforces and offering globally
recognized certifications to make Africa’s talent competitive worldwide.

Capacity building must also prioritize localized digital content and language
inclusivity to ensure no community is left behind. According to IFC (2022), 40
million out of about 100 million MSMEs in Africa lack access to digital tools,
limiting their market reach. Therefore, MSMEs, which are the backbone of
African economies, need targeted training to leverage e-commerce, digital finance,
and online markets effectively.

We also advocate for national annual WSIS review to factor in progress on capacity
development across relevant digital sectors which would also help on tracking
progress in the realization of the SDGs.

Africa, with a population of about 1.5 billion people, is home to around 100
million MSMEs that collectively create jobs for over 300 million people. Yet,
more than 40 million of these MSMEs have little or no digital integration in their
operations. Now, imagine the transformative impact if technology were fully
embraced across these businesses!

Finally, we call on relevant stakeholders to strengthen partnerships between
Africa’s private sector and global development partners, establish regional centers
of excellence, and adopt measurable frameworks to track progress. Together, we
can build Africa’s digital future and empower our people for meaningful
participation in the global digital economy.

Thank you all.


