
WSIS+20 Stakeholder Consultations: 

Inputs to the Elements Paper 

Dear Excellencies, Co-Facilitators, fellow speakers, 

On behalf of Wikimedia Germany, I thank the co-facilitators for convening this 

consultation and for maintaining a transparent, inclusive process in the lead-up to the 

WSIS+20 review. 

We also endorse the statement of the Global Digital Rights Coalition and the joint 

NRI and CSO Statement. 

 

Over the last two decades, WSIS has established the foundations of an inclusive, 

digital society. As his Excellency Dr. Kofi Annan established, knowledge is power 

and information is liberating. A central pillar of that legacy is the multistakeholder 

approach, embodied in the Internet Governance Forum and its national, regional, 

and youth initiatives. These spaces have been essential for dialogue and co-creation 

in digital governance. 

 

WSIS has also been instrumental in promoting Access to Information and 

Knowledge. The recognition of open educational resources and open licensing under 

Action Line C3 created space for equitable, multilingual, and participatory 

knowledge-sharing. For Wikimedia Germany, this is not only a technical issue but a 

matter of justice, access, and inclusivity. 

 

But major gaps remain. 

 

Digital divides are no longer just about infrastructure; they now encompass 

disparities in language access and digital literacy and participation. The principle of 

“Public Money, Public Good” is far from being realized, many publicly funded digital 

tools and knowledge resources remain locked behind proprietary barriers. 

 

At the same time, we are increasingly concerned about the erosion of the 

multistakeholder approach, especially in the section on Social and Cultural 

 



Development, mainly governments in paragraph 21 and national strategies in 

paragraph 24 are emphasized. This is not just about governments. This is about all 

stakeholder groups and this is a global problem. Actors, particularly marginalized 

communities or volunteers like Wikipedia editors, still face systemic barriers to 

meaningful engagement. Forums and processes remain hard to navigate, with 

opaque processes and limited accountability mechanisms. Thereby, double 

structures persist that exclude. 

 

Looking ahead, WSIS+20 must be bold. 

 

We call for the improvement of Action Line C3 to an Action Line on Access to 

Information, Knowledge and the Digital Commons, recognizing that open knowledge, 

open licensing, digital volunteer work, and public digital infrastructure like Wikipedia, 

Wikidata and Wiki Commons are not peripheral, but at the centre of achieving the 

vision of WSIS. 

We further recommend: 

-​ Embedding accountability and a clear timeline and roadmap into the WSIS 

follow-up processes; 

-​ Securing sustainable, independent funding for underrepresented groups, for 

example volunteers but also the IGF; 

-​ And establishing stronger links between WSIS and the Global Digital Compact 

and the SDGs to ensure complementarity rather than fragmentation. 

 

In a world facing increasing digital and Internet fragmentation, geopolitical tension, 

and multiple crises, WSIS+20 must reaffirm our shared commitment to openness, 

equity, and the multistakeholder approach.  

 

Thank you. 
(I can only recommend you to check out The Wikipedia Test by the Wikimedia Foundation.) 

 

https://wikimediafoundation.org/news/2025/06/27/the-wikipedia-test/
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