
Thomas Schneider: Thomas Lamanouskas, Inter Alia, so let’s give us one more minute. Okay, so 

I think, let’s start, given that we only have 44 minutes for this short but important session. The 

purpose of this is to discuss synthesis, identify gaps and explore pathways towards coherent 

integration, emphasizing the continued relevance of the WSIS vision for inclusive people-

centered information society, and of course, trying to see how we can align the implementation 

work of the Global Digital Compact and WSIS plus 20. I’ve been given a few guiding questions 

that our speakers are supposed to help us find answers to. The first one is how can we 

meaningfully integrate the WSIS plus 20 review process and the GDC to ensure coherence and 

prevent duplication? Very important question. The second one is how can the WSIS framework 

serve as the foundation for embedding the GDC’s principles and avoiding the creation of parallel 

or fragmented digital governance mechanisms? And the third one is what is a pragmatic way 

forward for the co-facilitators to align both processes and advance shared objectives in multi-

stakeholder digital cooperation? The co-facilitators, of course, I’m happy to again see you after 

Oslo at the IGF. Mr. Ekitela Lokale, co-facilitator of the WSIS plus 20 process, permanent 

representative of Kenya to the UN, and Ms. Suella Yanina. facilitator representative of Albania to 

the UN. Let me give you the floor to say a few words. 

 

 

Ekitela Lokaale: Thank you very much and good afternoon. I’m very happy to be here as one of 

the co-facilitators and to see quite a good number of you that we met at the IGF. I think for us as 

co-facilitators the purpose of coming here is to listen to the views that you’re going to share, the 

presenters as well as the different stakeholders, bearing in mind that this is a process in which in 

a very strong and rich legacy of multi-stakeholder engagement. So we are very much looking 

forward to receiving the views not just of member states but also of all the other stakeholders. 

The second thing we are mindful, just as I’m sure all of us are, that the WSIS plus 20 review is 

happening hot on the heels of adoption of the GDC. So I think it’s incumbent upon us as a 

community to just see how best to undertake the review in a manner that’s cognizant of the GDC 

but that’s also keen to make sure that we don’t perhaps have any duplication and all this, you 

know, happening as it is at a time when at the UN they talk of UNAT and they need to improve 

efficiencies and remove duplication and so on. So very much looking forward to hearing from all 

of you. Thank you. 

 

 

Suela Janina: Thank you, Tomas. Also from my side, good afternoon, President. In fact, I was 

just thinking it’s turning to a good health. H.E. Mr. Ekitela Lokaale, Amandeep Singh Gill, Mr. 

Angel González Sanz, Dr. David Souter H.E. Mr. Ekitela Lokaale, Amandeep Singh Gill, Mr. 

Angel González Sanz, Dr. David Souter H.E. Mr. Ekitela Lokaale, Amandeep Singh Gill, Mr. 

Angel González Sanz, Dr. David Souter H.E. Mr. Egitela Lokaale, Amandeep Singh Gill, Mr. 

Angel González Sanz, Dr. David Souter H.E. Mr. Ekitela Lokaale, Amandeep Singh Gill, Mr. 



Angel González Sanz, Dr. David Souter H.E. Mr. Egitela Lokaale, Amandeep Singh Gill, Mr. 

Angel González Sanz, Dr. David Souter , Dr. Angel González Sanz, Dr. David Souter, Dr. Angel 

González Sanz, Dr. David Souter, So, these are a few elements that will be on our attention but 

we want to hear from you during this event, this discussion, but also through the entire week. So, 

let us hear from you, what will be the concrete ways, the principle of putting synergies together? 

What kind of bridges can you propose that GDC and WSIS serve to the same purpose, to the 

same objectives that they are creating? To secure a people-centered, inclusive and development-

oriented digital and information society. Thank you. 

 

 

Thomas Schneider: Thank you very much, Agittela and Azuela. We will now move on to a 

technical update from the CSDD Secretary. The CSDD is responsible since 2005 for the UN 

system-wide follow-up and implementation. So, Mr. Angel González Sanz. Thank you. 

 

 

Angel Gonzalez Sanz: Thank you, Moderator, and thank you to the organizers for inviting the 

CSDD Secretary to give you this technical update, which is a rather cryptic theme. I am not quite 

sure what technical information I can convey to this group of stakeholders. But anyway, I am 

trying to convey to you basically the elements of the work that has taken place already within the 

formal structures of the UN. As most of you know, the CSTD is a functional commission of the 

ECOSOC and includes in its mandate a role of being the focal point for the system-wide follow-

up to the implementation of the WSIS outcomes. And as part of that role, the ECOSOC in 2023 

mandated the commission to undertake a wide process of multi-stakeholder consultations leading 

to the elaboration of a substantive contribution to the WSIS Plus 20 review by the General 

Assembly. So that substantive contribution is reflected in the WSIS resolution that is expected to 

be adopted by the ECOSOC at the end of this month. And that resolution, together with a 

summary of the discussions on WSIS Plus 20 and a report by the Secretariat that documents 

these two years of multi-stakeholder consultation will be transmitted by the ECOSOC to the 

General Assembly as an input to the deliberations of the Assembly on WSIS Plus 20. Of course, 

one of the main messages that emerged from all this process of consultation and discussions 

among member states and stakeholders is the crucial need for alignment between the GDES and 

the WSIS process that came across very, very clearly throughout the process. Looking into the 

future, the discussions by member states at the annual session, but also during the two years of 

consultation, identified four priorities, substantive priorities for this alignment to take place. One 

is the absolute need to close the digital divide along all its dimensions. The second, to foster a 

safe, secure, and trustworthy digital transformation. The third, to ensure that that digital 

transformation supports the implementation of the Global Sustainable Development Goals. 

Global Sustainable Development Goals, and fourth, strengthening international cooperation, 

particularly in the sense of empowering the participation of developing countries in global digital 



decision-making. During the discussions itself last April, the discussion reaffirmed the vision of 

WSIS and a submission that is useful to address the challenges that speak both to the WSIS 

outcomes, but also to those priorities that were identified in the GDC. And in fact, the resolution 

that I referred to a moment ago includes six paragraphs specifically dealing with the question of 

how to align the GDC and WSIS. Those are six out of the ten paragraphs between paragraph 125 

and 135 of the resolution. Again, one of the clearest messages that one can see coming from that 

is that there is a clear consensus to recommend that the commitments of the GDC should 

leverage WSIS mechanisms and build on the institutional strengths that have been developed. A 

concrete proposal that is included in the resolution is that the outcome of WSIS plus 20 should 

ask ANGIS, the UN group on the information society, to develop a joint implementation 

roadmap and to present that roadmap to the 2020 session of the CSTD. This proposal aims to 

integrate the GDC principles into the WSIS follow-up processes and to ensure that there is a 

coordinated system-wide implementation. Similarly, during the CSTD, all stakeholders agreed 

that leveraging and strengthening existing forums, such as the WSIS forum and the Internet 

Governance Forum, rather than creating parallel mechanisms, is essential for ensuring a source-

efficient and impactful implementation. The question of insubordination is only one of the issues 

that need to be addressed. The CSTD participants also stress the need for inclusive governance. 

The challenges that lie ahead of us cannot be addressed by governments alone. We need multi-

stakeholder involvement, and they cannot be addressed in a fragmented way. A clear example of 

this is the question of data governance that, as you know, is one important objective identified in 

the GDC. The CSTD has already launched a working group, a multi-stakeholder working group, 

that is in fundamental principles of data governance at all levels as relevant for development. 

And that’s both a contribution to the mandates coming from the GDC and to the long-term 

objectives of WSIS. With this, I will stop, and I will reiterate that the CSTD provides multi-

stakeholder platform for consensus building around these themes. Thank you very much. 

 

 

Thomas Schneider: Thank you very much, Angel. Now we have a number of speakers that are 

quite experienced in what we are looking very much forward to, their ideas on how to align the 

550,000 trillion processes that we have linked to WSIS-related issues. Let me start with 

Amandeep Singh Gill. You all know him, Under-Secretary General and Special Envoy for 

Digital and Emerging Technology. Thank you. 

 

 

Amandeep Singh Gill: Thank you very much, Thomas. Standing room only, so I’m sorry for 

those who are up against the wall and those who are uncomfortable sitting down there. Just the 

importance of the subject today. Thank you to DESA for bringing us together for this discussion, 

and thank you to the co-facilitators, ambassadors, for leading this important work. Thomas, you 

said it, you know, a trillion processes. I think while we should worry about processes and try and 



make negotiations, they strived very hard to ensure that we move forward with complementarity. 

We don’t duplicate. So for example, right at the outset of the GDC, you have a strong 

endorsement of the WSIS principles, the WSIS approach, multi-stakeholder, people-centric, 

development-oriented. So even if these principles are laid out, 13 principles, we start with that, 

that we are not reinventing the wheel. And then again, if you go further down, this reliance on 

existing mechanisms, that was part of, you know, the previous remarks, there again, the specific 

language that says we should rely on existing mechanisms, there’s very progressive language on 

the IGF, for example, but other forums as well, the WSIS forum. And then in terms of reporting, 

again, you know, thank you to UNCTAD, CSTD, for what’s been presented, the result of the 

consultations. There’s a strong emphasis on not creating additional tracks of reporting. Member 

states and other stakeholders are obviously tied of, you know, multiple reporting channels, so 

how can we use the existing channels of reporting to move forward on the GDC? So that said, as 

part of the overall implementation architecture, in the sense of, like, you know, how do we keep 

ourselves accountable? How do we… Hello everyone. The secretary general created a steering 

committee, which he himself chairs, the Pact steering committee. Part of it you have groups, 

there’s a working group on digital technologies that I have the honor to co-chair with Doreen, the 

secretary general of ITU, so that we bring the Geneva ecosystem, the New York ecosystem, 

different parts of the system together. And this is a time-limited mechanism. And Thomas is here, 

you know, we worked on it to make sure that this is not, this doesn’t become, you know, a self-

perpetuating mechanism. So for a while, you give the push to the implementation of different 

aspects of chapter three, and then you wrap up, you know. And then there is the critical, I think 

this is what I really want to emphasize today. So in the GDC, there are intergovernmental 

processes that have been set in motion. For example, on the AI governance modalities, there is, 

of course, a new mechanism on data governance, which is being dealt with for the first time in 

the UN. So these are kind of necessary additionalities. And they, in a sense, they, in a sense, you 

know, still uphold the vision. As you remember, though some of you are old timers, I see Yanis 

over there, over there. So, you know, there was this debate at that time on enhanced cooperation, 

but we moved on and we have taken forward this idea of digital cooperation, where, you know, 

in certain areas where we have complex challenges that cut across different aspects of the UN’s 

mandate, peace and security, human rights development, you need stronger engagement of 

governments. So you have created those additional avenues for governments to engage on some 

of these issues while upholding the multistakeholder of this domain. I think Going forward, we, 

as you know, the ambassadors mentioned, you know, there is progressive language. I think one 

of, I don’t want to say concern, but I think certainly desire is that the progressive language be 

upheld and not be negotiated down at a time when, you know, there are these political and other 

challenges on human rights, on the digital economy, on internet governance. Many at GDC kind 

of broke new ground, took up the language to the next level. So I think the safest way is to 

uphold that language and also to try and see if there is something, if we have the bandwidth for, 

let’s say, reinforcing complementarity, try and see how we can bring more dynamism into the 

action lines. Because as I said, substance should lead, outcomes should matter. And then try and 



see if the system itself, where, you know, you have players, new mandates, the Office for Digital 

and Emerging Technologies with a clear mandate from the General Assembly for strengthening 

system-wide coordination. So how we can improve our system-wide response, again, something 

that links strongly back to the UNAT agenda of the Secretary General. So those are areas for 

improvement. And then at the end of the day, we have to ensure that one of the biggest 

achievements of those summits, which is the IGF, this epitome of multi-stakeholder 

collaboration, is taken forward, is strengthened. There is going on for its core foundational 

mandate. There are new challenges coming up in terms of infrastructure, energy use, some of the 

problems we see in digital spaces. So how can we succeed? celebrate in December a continuation 

of these great achievements of the WSIS agenda. Thank you, Thomas, back to you. 

 

 

Thomas Schneider: Thank you very much, Amandeep. Our next speaker is, I hope it works, 

connected online. It is Mr. Thibault Kleiner. He is the director of the European Commission at 

the DG Connect. Yes, hello. 

 

 

Thibaut Kleiner: I hope you can hear me indeed, dear Ambassador Thomas Schneider, 

Excellencies, distinguished delegates and esteemed colleagues. Indeed, I’ll be joining you 

tomorrow evening, but today I still had to be in Brussels. And thanks for accommodating my 

online participation today. As we know, this is a great opportunity this year with the WSIS Plus 

20 review and the implementation of the Global Digital Compact to really forge a united path 

between these two initiatives. And as some of the previous speakers said, it’s an opportunity to 

focus on results, on delivery, but also to ensure coherence and strategic alignment between the 

WSIS action lines and the way we are implementing the Global Digital Compact. And really, we 

should avoid duplication and fragmentation in the global digital governance. I think that this 

should be our starting point because the tasks ahead at the moment are very significant. And I 

think also we’ve had quite a lot of discussions in the context of the EC and consensus was built. 

And I think we can build on this also now for the WSIS Plus 20 review. But also we should look 

at the future in terms of how we can implement in an effective manner whatever we discuss and 

agree upon. So, to that extent, I think that the discussions in the GDC, they have triggered 

comprehensive dialogues, for instance, around artificial intelligence, around data governance. 

But what we see from the EU’s perspective is that there are also other UN processes on these, 

also other processes on cyber security and cyber crime. So, what I think we believe is that we 

must be efficient. We should avoid to replicate in different fora what is effectively being 

discussed in one place. And it is very much imperative that the YSYS plus 20 does not establish 

overlapping frameworks, or even worse, overlapping institutional mechanisms, because this 

would introduce redundancy implementation at a time where we need to stick together, and also 

we need to avoid that conversations get diluted, which would only complicate our digital 



governance landscape. So, from the EU, we have made a proposal to that extent. We think that 

we can actually meaningfully combine the YSYS plus 20 and the digital compact, but for that we 

need structured coordination and transparency. So, basically, our proposal is to develop roadmaps 

for the YSYS action line. This could be something that is taken in the hands of the factors, and 

we believe that these roadmaps could be a practical instrument to embed the global digital 

compact’s principles explicitly, and to combine them with existing YSYS frameworks so that we 

have one conversation where we directly align also this with the sustainable development goal. 

So, Basically, it’s a practical proposal, and we’ve already tried to test this concept at the IGF a 

few weeks ago, and I was happy to meet a number of people also in Oslo. Basically, when we 

presented the idea, it was quite a warm reception. We had many stakeholders embracing this 

concept, and also recognizing that in the past, maybe we’ve had attempts to look at this, but 

without an integration effort. So, in a way, with the roadmaps, we can have a forward-looking 

instrument where we actually try to deliver, which I think is exactly the right message, and where 

also the facilitators would maintain full ownership of these roadmaps, but also making sure that 

they are developed through inclusive multi-stakeholder consultations, and where they can reflect 

the priorities that we all share around digital inclusion, respect for human rights, and equitable 

participation. So, with this, we believe that we have a process, an instrument, and actually that 

this could be also something that the WISIS Forum could take also as one of the tasks. The 

WISIS Forum could be the venue where we present, where we discuss these roadmaps, and 

where the co-facilitators with the other stakeholders leverage such an instrument for 

transparency, for coherence, and for support. And in that context, we also believe that the 

Internet Governance Forum would be enhanced, because it could also get positioned in terms of 

this galaxy of activities that we would describe. So, essentially, from the side of the European 

Union, we, as you know, remain very committed to advancing the We are ready to present some 

non-paper in the coming weeks to illustrate how such roadmaps could be effective. But we need 

to work together, that’s also today my message, to consolidate, not to fragment, to align, and not 

to duplicate. And this, I think, this coherence, this consistency at this moment is very much 

needed, because I think that what we are talking about, this global digital governance, these 

challenges are really what our populations need for prosperity, for unity, and for inclusion. Thank 

you. 

 

 

Thomas Schneider: Thank you. But let’s move on from north to south to my dear friend Cynthia 

Lesufi. She is a very known person here in Geneva, in particular at the ITU, because not only, 

but also is she the chair of the ITU Council Working Group on WSIS and SDGs. Thank you. 

 

 

Cynthia Lesufi: Thank you, Ambassador Schneider, and good afternoon to all. And I also want to 

thank the co-facilitators to join us in this session, and I really want to congratulate you in all the 



great work that you’re doing. But I also want to congratulate all my panelists, my fellow 

panelists for doing a great job in all your areas that you’re focusing on with regard to this 

important process that we are talking about today. So for me, I really want to address the 

questions that are being, the guiding questions that are being asked in terms of this session. I will 

start with the first question on how can we meaningfully integrate WSIS with GDC. For us, you 

know, as South Africa, as the chair of the Council Working Group of the ITU Council, we 

believe that over the past 20 decades, WSIS has, I mean, two decades So WSIS has developed a 

comprehensive implementation ecosystem, which includes Action Lines, the WSIS Forum, 

UNGIS Coordination, and the WSIS Stock Taking process. And for us, this remains a uniquely 

positioned to support digital development and cooperation. And therefore, by aligning the GDC 

priorities with the WSIS Action Lines and leveraging the existing multi-stakeholder architecture, 

the international community can translate high-level digital governance principles into coherent 

and measurable actions. But also, this approach will not only reinforce synergy between both 

processes, but it will also enhance accountability, continuity, and inclusiveness in the evolving 

digital cooperation landscape. So moving on to the second question on how can WSIS 

framework serve to avoid fragmented governance? Again, WSIS has established itself as an 

effective multi-stakeholder mechanism and effectively bringing together a diverse array of 

stakeholders, including national governments, international organizations, the private sector 

entities, the civil society organizations, as well as academic institutions. And this comprehensive 

collaboration fosters an environment where various interests and perspectives can be represented 

and addressed. With its extensive global reach and commitment to inclusivity, WSIS serves as an 

optimal platform for embedding priorities of the global digital compact. And by leveraging the 

collaborative nature of WSIS, the GDC can engage wider audiences and are met without the 

need to create separate, potentially conflicting frameworks. This integration not only streamline 

the efforts, but also enhances the collective of all participating stakeholders on the digital 

landscape. Now moving on to the third question, which is the last question, what is a pragmatic 

path forward for alignment? Our view as a council chair of the ITU is that strengthening 

collaboration between GDC and WSIS. ITU, as a leader in WSIS coordination, stands ready to 

support the co-facilitators, the UN agencies, in fostering alignment. And for us, again, WSIS Plus 

20 High-Level Event 2025 is providing an opportunity to evaluate progress, identify gaps, and 

define a shape. Thank you very much. 

 

 

Thomas Schneider: Next is your neighbor, Dr. Tawfik Jelassi, Assistant Director for 

Communications and Information at UNESCO. 

 

 

Tawfik Jelassi: Thank you very much, Thomas. Being the number seven speaker, I don’t want to 

repeat what has been already said, but I want to give you a perspective from UNESCO. 



UNESCO has been the lead implementer of six action lines of WSIS-11. These six action lines 

are access to information, e-learning, e-science, cultural diversity and multilingualism, media, 

and the ethics of information. So that’s where we come from, having been the lead implementer 

of six action lines out of 11 of the WSIS. I fully agree with Amandeep when he said substance, 

content, and outcomes matter because it’s an issue of impact. Yes. I would put above that vision 

and governance. Before we talk about outcomes and substance and processes, what is our vision 

for the digital future? Do we have a consensus on that? How do we see the world evolving? The 

world is changing. Have we changed enough in the face of these disruptive changes? Digital is 

the name of the game, not today, for years to come. What is our vision for the future? and to 

governmental authorities. These are societal issues that impact every one of us, every 

community, every society. So we cannot let the governments decide through an 

intergovernmental process what is good for society at large. And then we can go to the other 

approach of governance, which is the multi-stakeholder. Of course, it has pluses, inclusivity, 

diversity by involving civil society, academia, research institutions, the technical community, the 

sectors concerned. Yes, diversity and inclusivity, but they don’t have the power nor obviously the 

legitimacy of setting up normative standards. It is the states that have the legitimacy of defining 

normative instruments and standards. So we see the pluses and we see the minuses of each 

governance approach. So where do we go from here? What’s the solution? I think we should take 

the best of each. We should leverage the normative legitimacy of states, but also leverage the 

inclusivity and the diversity of the multi-stakeholder. We have done this at UNESCO recently. 

Although our 2021 UNESCO recommendation on the ethics of AI followed a purely 

intergovernmental process through intergovernmental negotiations. And at the end, the vote by a 

hundred ninety-three member states for that recommendation. Our more recent 20-23 UNESCO 

Guidelines for the Governance of Digital Platforms, for stakeholder approach that brought from 

day one to the fold the platform companies and the tech players. From day one, the Facebook, 

the Meta, the TikTok, the Instagram, and so on and so forth. From day one, alongside 

governments, civil society, academia, technical community, etc. And then subsequently, they 

were endorsed by member states. So I think a hybrid governance approach maybe is one model 

to consider going forward. The good hands of the two co-facilitators, the esteemed ambassadors 

of Albania and Kenya. We know all the launch consultations, the process still continuing. We 

know that next month, by the middle of August, we’ll have draft zero, I believe. So there is a 

process launch, etc., through a multi-stakeholder, open, global consultations. But I just want to 

give you a view from some experiences we had. And so the question is, yes, no duplication. I 

agree. I think we heard it from many previous speakers. No overlapping. I agree when resources 

are becoming more and more scarce. And I know that member states, at least I heard that 

UNESCO say, you guys within the UN, get your acts together. WSIS was initiated by the UN, 

IGF is the largest UN forum so far, GDC initiated by the UN Secretary-General. So these are all 

UN processes. Member states said, you know, we don’t like duplication. We don’t want to see 

overlap. Get your act together. We need to get our act together. I mean, this is again, my dear 

friend, Mandeep, he knows my views, we talked. We need to find a way to create this 



complementarity, to create this synergy, while of course using effectively the scarce resources 

that we have nowadays. Thank you, Thomas. 

 

 

Thomas Schneider: Thank you, Tafik. Last but not least, you came in last, so you can also speak 

last, of course, Tomas Lamanauskas, Deputy Secretary General from the IT. 

 

 

Tomas Lamanauskas: Thank you very much, Thomas, and I really apologize for that, you know, 

we had to open an intergenerational dialogue. That’s a good excuse. So I think hopefully we’re 

seeing active discussion there, and I think here, for now, we seem to all agree, you know, so 

hopefully we’ll also find some ways to find some issues where we not always agree but can 

progress very well forward. But I think I’m back when I was preparing this panel, and I was 

thinking about what I wanted to say, I was like, I went back to my thoughts this morning, to the 

winners and champions awards. I was sitting in this front row and seeing people very happily 

coming on the stage, and this video is playing, you know, of video playing how digital ID is 

reaching remote communities, video playing how health services are reaching remote 

communities, video playing how we can deal with scams online. And this came, these winners, I 

think a total of 19 of them, with another 92 champions, came with a real solution. So I think for 

me, that was envisioning what this is all about, you know, this is about those solutions changing 

the world and their communities directly. And I think it’s so tempting for us to talk about 

modalities of reviews, and they are very important, and a big thanks for Ambassadors McAuley 

and Yenina being here today with us, you know, these are really important. We think they’re only 

important when they deliver these results, you know, if they deliver those game-changing 

solutions straight in their communities to change everyone’s lives. So they don’t end up by 

being, you know, modalities, discussion between GDC and WSIS, but end up being discussion 

how this specific digital solution, specific community will impact everyone. I have to be proud 

that WSIS has done quite a bit, since we gathered here in these halls. I mean, I wasn’t here, I 

have to admit, I was in 2005, but since the community has gathered here, we did a bit. From very 

high-level numbers, so 12% to 12.5% of internet penetration in 2005, to two-thirds of the world 

connected now. These are our own achievements. If you look at the community we gathered, so 

our WSIS stocktaking has today around 15,000 entries that represent all these different projects 

around the world, with more than 2 million subscribers that are engaged in that. 50,000 people 

have passed through the WSIS forums. And it’s actually today, so it’s not only overflowing 

today, it’s also always overflowing in the morning. We need to remember where we’re coming 

from. I’ll put on the spot here, Oslav, from our team, he was there when it all started with this 

forum. That’s probably where, in a couple of dozen, we now have thousands, the CA, with the 

Eye for Good, more than 10,000 people in these halls, creating these solutions together. And 

again, not only discussing here, but then going back and delivering that result back, and then 



feeding this back in. This is, for me, the achievements. Now, the achievements was also in the 

process. And I think, first of all, it’s really focused on multistakeholder, which is now we’re 

taking as granted. I think Yanis this morning said that when you went in 2003, civil society had 

to sit on the floor. Now, apologies, Ambassador, now you are sitting on the floor. So I think it 

also shows a bit of a dynamics, but I see UNDP colleagues next to you, and other UN colleagues, 

so hopefully you’re not insulted with that. Exactly, very comfortable in this way. And that took 

time. The first time I worked for IT was 10 years ago. And I went to some civil society meetings, 

and the people were not friendly to me, I have to say. In the beginning, people were not friendly 

to me, because people didn’t understand each other. Now, I think we have a lot of civil society in 

these halls and I think it’s really productive work, and people understand each other. People 

know how to work. They understand they do not always think the same thing, and they shouldn’t 

be, but they’re coming to the same objective. Focus on inclusion. I already mentioned how much 

we achieved in terms of the digital divide, but also broad approach. And I think also sometimes 

missing our digital discussions, what we haven’t discussed is that digital is not about digital. 

Digital about education, health, disaster management, agriculture. All these areas that we impact 

there. And again, the Swiss’s approach, we bring the UN community, around 50 UN agencies 

together, we bring different ministries. And today, again, if you see on the stage, it’s not only 

telecoms ministry, which they’ve come to pick up the prizes, you know, they’re from various… 

If that’s really broad approach, it really matters. So now, when we move forward, you know, how 

we can leverage that and not lose it. Because sometimes it’s easy to say, well, just do military 

colder, don’t worry. You know, but opening up the floor for a few minutes for civil society, you 

know, it doesn’t mean we’ll just stay colder. You know, it really needs a lot of work. So I think, 

how do we really making it work? How we bring the governments also with the meaningful 

voices to our table is a lot. And I think we have a lot of leverage. We have a lot of work. And 20 

years, we’re building that here. So really, so my call would be to really look at those things we 

already have. This infrastructure that we developed, I already mentioned some of that. But also, 

of course, Swiss’s Forum here, IGF, which next year will celebrate 20 years of its existence. You 

know, UNGIS with the 50 UN agents is coming together. This is a community that can deliver. 

And, you know, I really welcome the words of the… I really welcome the provisions in GDC 

that will encourage joining up the forces and leveraging further. Of course, GDC pushes… …for 

us that we were not going that far before, like either in artificial intelligence, on data governance. 

Of course, we need to push those areas. But at the same time, we shouldn’t forget of all this 

impact in every single area there. We can reuse the frameworks. We can use this convening. We 

can use reporting. We’re also building up with our partnership for measuring ICTs, the data hub 

to allow not only with this reporting, but the global digital compact reporting that allow us to 

better targeting, setting the better targets. We can use this better for reporting. So really, let’s 

work together to make sure that those integrated frameworks are not just, you know, not just 

slide down in the modalities resolutions, which are, again, very important, but also impact 

everyone’s life every day. Thank you very much. 

 



Thomas Schneider: Thank you, Thomas, for these passionate words in the end. I have seven 

seconds or something like this left to wrap up. So I’m going to try. I think what we heard is very 

clear. Everybody is willing to align, to unite forces, to work together. The how, of course, is 

probably more tricky, but I think what we’ve heard is it’s not an either or. It’s about 

complementarity and using synergies. today but the week has still only begun. So enjoy the week 

and talk to each other, listen to each other. Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank you. 


