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Daniela Barba is the Director of Research in Access to Justice at the 
World Justice Project. Since joining in July 2022, she has led and 
engaged in research on disparities in access to justice and the political 
economy of justice reform, utilizing both quantitative and qualitative 
methods. Daniela led the conceptual development of the WJP Justice 
Data Graphical Reports I and II, which provide crucial insights into 
global justice metrics. Her current efforts focus on developing justice 

measurement tools and indicators for decision-makers through collaborations with the World Bank, 
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, and the Dominican Republic’s 
Judiciary. 

Daniela holds a Ph.D. and an M.A. in Politics and Social Policy from Princeton University, an M.A. in 
Comparative Politics from New York University, and a B.A. in International Relations from El Colegio de 
México. Previously, she was a Postdoctoral Researcher at Vanderbilt University’s LAPOP Lab. Her 
research interests include access to justice, human rights accountability, criminal violence, and gender-
based violence. Earlier in her career, Daniela worked for the Mexican government and nonprofits in 
Mexico and the U.S., evaluating supreme audit institutions in performance-oriented policy, assessing 
organizations serving at-risk children, and implementing a civic education program for marginalized 
communities. 

 

 


