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23rd Session of the Committee of Experts on Public Administration 

Written statement by Babatunde Development and Empowerment Initiative (BDEI) 

 

Agenda Item 10: Institution-building in fragile and conflict-affected areas 

Strengthening Economic, Civil, and Social Security  

in the Face of Global Challenges 

 

Introduction 

In an era marked by unprecedented global challenges, the importance of ensuring robust economic, 

civil, and social security has become more critical than ever. Crises, ranging from pandemics and 

economic downturns to political unrest and environmental disasters, underscore the interconnected 

nature of these security dimensions. This paper delves into the significance of economic, civil, and 

social security, particularly in the context of contemporary global events. It explores the role that 

governments worldwide can play and highlights the indispensable contributions of the private 

sector, civil society, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in mitigating the multifaceted 

challenges facing societies today. 

 

Economic Security 

Economic security forms the bedrock of stable societies and resilient nations. In the wake of global 

economic uncertainties, including recessions and financial crises, governments play a crucial role 

in safeguarding economic security. Policymakers must prioritize measures that promote fiscal 

stability, sustainable growth, and employment generation. Investments in education, technology, 

and infrastructure are essential for fostering economic resilience. Furthermore, governments 

should engage in international cooperation to address global economic challenges collectively. 

 

The private sector, as an engine of economic growth, can contribute significantly to economic 

security. Businesses must adopt ethical practices, prioritize job creation, and invest in innovation 

to enhance long-term economic sustainability. Collaboration between governments and the private 

sector is increasingly being emphasized and vital to creating an enabling environment for 

economic growth and ensuring that economic benefits are shared equitably. 

 

Civil Security 

Civil security encompasses the protection of citizens and their rights, ensuring the rule of law, and 

fostering social cohesion. In times of crisis, governments and world governing bodies must uphold 

civil liberties while taking measures to maintain public order. Effective law enforcement, judicial 

systems, and respect for human rights are fundamental aspects of civil security. Governments play 

a pivotal role in fostering trust between citizens and institutions through transparent governance 

and open communication. 

 

Civil societies, comprising grassroots organizations, advocacy groups, and community initiatives, 

are essential partners in upholding civil security. These entities act as watchdogs, holding 
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governments accountable and advocating for the protection of individual rights. With the present 

state of events in different parts of the world, the onus is on governments to actively engage with 

civil societies, encourage their participation in decision-making processes and value their role in 

promoting a just and inclusive society. 

 

Social Security 

Social security extends beyond economic considerations to encompass the overall well-being of 

individuals and communities. Health, education, and social welfare programs are key components 

of social security. Governments all over the world are responsible for creating robust social safety 

nets that provide support to vulnerable populations, particularly during crises. Preservation of all 

lives, accessible healthcare, quality education, and poverty alleviation measures contribute to 

societal resilience and cohesion. 

 

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs), such as the Babatunde Development and Empowerment 

Initiative (BDEI), play a vital role in enhancing social security by delivering essential services, 

advocating for marginalized communities, and filling gaps in government programs. Collaboration 

between governments and NGOs is essential to ensuring the effective implementation of social 

security initiatives.  

 

Governments around the world should do more in creating an enabling regulatory environment 

that supports the work of NGOs while maintaining accountability and transparency. This is 

especially important for governments in Africa as NGOs play a strategic role in bridging the gap 

between the government, the private sector, and local communities. 

 

Mitigating Global Challenges 

In addressing the myriad challenges facing the world today, a coordinated and inclusive approach 

is imperative. Governments, private sector entities, civil society, and NGOs must collaborate to 

develop comprehensive strategies that prioritize economic, civil, and social security. International 

cooperation is essential to tackle global challenges that transcend national borders, such as climate 

change, pandemics, and humanitarian crises. 

 

The Committee of Experts on Public Administration (CEPA) is at the forefront of addressing 

today's global challenges by engaging governments, the private sector, civil society, and non-

governmental organizations (NGOs). Collaboration with governments could allow CEPA to utilize 

policy insights and advocate for stronger public administration frameworks that can deal with 

complicated challenges. Engaging the private sector could offer access to creative solutions and 

resources, hence promoting economic resilience. Partnering with civil society could ensure that 

grassroots perspectives are being considered in decision-making processes, resulting in more 

inclusive policies. Collaboration with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) could increase the 

ability of CEPA to address societal concerns and develop impactful programs. By creating 

coalitions across various sectors, the Committee of Experts on Public Administration could offer 

a coherent and comprehensive approach to alleviating global challenges, fostering a resilient and 

sustainable future for all. 
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Role of Governments 

• Policy Frameworks: Governments should formulate comprehensive policy frameworks 

that prioritize economic, civil, and social security. These frameworks should be adaptive 

to evolving challenges and address the root causes of insecurity. 

 

• Investments in Critical Sectors: Governments must allocate resources to critical 

sectors, including healthcare, education, and infrastructure. Strategic investments 

contribute to long-term stability and resilience. 

 

• International Cooperation: Global challenges require global solutions. Governments 

should actively engage in international forums, collaborate with other countries, and 

share best practices to address common threats. 

 

• Transparent Governance: Transparent and accountable governance builds trust and 

fosters civil security. Governments should prioritize openness, engage with citizens, and 

involve them in decision-making processes. 

 

Role of the Private Sector 

• Ethical Business Practices: The private sector should prioritize ethical business 

practices, corporate social responsibility, and sustainable development. These practices 

contribute to economic security and foster positive social and environmental impacts. 

 

• Innovation and Job Creation: Businesses play a crucial role in driving innovation and 

creating employment opportunities. Governments and the private sector should 

collaborate to create an environment that encourages entrepreneurship and job growth. 

 

• Community Engagement: Engaging with local communities and understanding their 

needs is essential for businesses to contribute positively to social security. Corporate 

initiatives should align with community development goals. 

 

Role of Civil Society 

• Advocacy and Awareness: Civil society acts as advocate for societal concerns. It should 

raise awareness about issues affecting civil security, hold governments accountable, and 

contribute to policy discussions. 

 

• Community Empowerment: Civil society empowers communities by fostering 

grassroots initiatives, promoting education, and advocating for equal rights. Empowered 

communities are more resilient in the face of challenges. 

 

• Collaboration with Governments: Governments should actively collaborate with civil 

society, recognizing its role as partner in promoting civil security. Inclusive decision-

making processes enhance the effectiveness of policies. 
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Role of NGOs 

• Service Delivery: NGOs often deliver essential services, especially in areas with gaps in 

government programs. Governments should acknowledge and support the valuable 

contributions of NGOs in providing social security. 

 

• Advocacy for Vulnerable Populations: NGOs play a crucial role in advocating for the 

rights of vulnerable populations. Governments should collaborate with NGOs to address 

the specific needs of marginalized communities. 

 

• Capacity-building: Governments can support NGOs by investing in capacity-building 

initiatives. Strengthening the capabilities of NGOs enhances their ability to contribute 

effectively to social security. 

 

Conclusion 

In today’s world, the importance of economic, civil, and social security cannot be overstated, 

particularly in the face of global challenges. Governments, as primary stewards of societal well-

being, must adopt comprehensive strategies that address these security dimensions. Collaboration 

with the private sector, civil society, and NGOs is paramount to achieving holistic security and 

resilience. By recognizing the interdependence of economic, civil, and social security, the world 

can build a foundation for a more secure, inclusive, and sustainable future. 

 

In conclusion, the significance of fostering partnerships between governments worldwide and the 

Committee of Experts on Public Administration (CEPA) cannot be overstated. Collaborative 

efforts between governments and bodies, such as CEPA, are essential for developing effective 

public administration strategies that can address the multifaceted challenges confronting our global 

community. The shared expertise and resources exchanged in such partnerships can lead to the 

formulation of comprehensive policies, ensuring more resilient and responsive governance 

structures.  

 

Moreover, integrating non-governmental organizations (NGOs) into this collaborative framework 

could add a layer of invaluable grassroots insight and implementation capabilities. NGOs play a 

vital role in bridging the gap between policymakers and the communities they serve, offering a 

nuanced understanding of local needs and contributing to the successful implementation of public 

administration initiatives. If governments, CEPA, and NGOs join forces, they could create a 

powerful alliance capable of navigating the complexities of our interconnected world, fostering 

sustainable development, and ultimately, promoting the well-being of societies across the globe. 


