
APRM- DESA Continental Workshop 
Strengthening Institutional Capacities in Africa for Effective Implementation of the 

2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063: Follow-up to the 2023 SDG Summit 

27 October 2023 – Cape Town 

Amplifying Voices for Sustainability in Africa: Civil Society's 

Role in Advancing the 2030 and 2063 Agendas

By: Chrissy Dube – Good Governance Africa (GGA)



Civil Society's Impact on Agenda Implementation

Civil society organisations (CSOs) play a crucial role in supporting the implementation of 2030 
and 2063 Agendas in Africa. 

Actively participating in specific actions and initiatives that civil society groups can undertake, 
such as:

• Advocacy and awareness campaigns to hold governments accountable for their 
commitments and to enhance SDGs and Agendas’ awareness.

• Community engagement and empowerment to ensure that local voices are heard and 
integrated into policymaking.

• Collaboration with governments, international organizations, and other stakeholders to 
contribute to policy development and implementation.

• Monitoring and Evaluation, data collection, monitoring, and reporting on progress, bridging 
gaps in official statistics.
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It's important to note that the specific challenges may vary from one country/region to another 
and depending on the nature and focus of the CSO

• Limited resources: financial and human resources, making it difficult to engage in 
comprehensive advocacy and implementation efforts.

• Capacity constraints: Some CSOs may lack the necessary expertise and capacity in areas 
such as policy analysis, data collection, and advocacy, which are essential for effectively 
supporting the agendas

• Political obstacles: CSOs often face political pressure, including restrictions on their 
activities, limited freedom of expression, and threats to their members, which can hinder 
their ability to engage in policy discussions

• Data and Information Gaps: Inadequate access to quality data and information can hinder 
CSOs' ability to monitor progress effectively and advocate for evidence-based policies.
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Navigating Obstacles: Challenges Faced by CSOs



• Alignment and key messaging (strengthening SDG awareness)

• Collaboration among CSOs 

• Strategic partnerships with key stakeholders (including 
government, state owned enterprises, and most importantly 
with AU organs – APRM, ECOSOCC – capacity building on CEPA 
Principles)

• Promoting accountability and transparency of localisation and 
domestication of Agendas 2030 and 2063
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Pathways to Overcoming Challenges: 
Recommendations for CSOs



• GGA is a research and advocacy non-profit organisation with centres in 
South Africa, Ghana, Nigeria, and Ethiopia.

• We aim to strengthen accountability, transparency and the rule of law; as 
well as to build an active citizenry that holds their government to account.

• Flagship Publication: Africa in Fact (AiF), established a journal The 
Governance Papers

• Four Research Programmes: 
– Natural Resource Governance
– Human Security and Climate Change
– Governance Delivery and Impact 
– Governance Insights and Analytics
Visit https://gga.org/ for more details
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Good Governance Africa 

https://gga.org/
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Partnerships and Collaborations
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Thank you!
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