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Open data can significantly benefit Lao PDR by promoting transparency, improving
public services, boosting the economy, empowering citizens, and fostering collaboration.
These benefits can help drive the country's development and ensure a better future for
its people.

Building a Better Future

Open data helps create a more informed, engaged, and empowered society, which
is crucial for the development of Lao PDR.

Encouraging Participation

When people have access to information, they are more likely to participate in civic
activities and support positive changes in their communities.

Driving Innovation

With open data, entrepreneurs and businesses can innovate, leading to new
economic opportunities and improved quality of life.

Why Open Data Matters for Lao PDR?
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Where we are right now? 

Source: UN e-Government Survey 2024
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Challenges in implementing Open Government Data 

1. Foundational 
Challenges

• Financial Constraints

• Limited Digital 
Infrastructure

• Limited Access to 
Technology and 
Internet 
Connectivity

2.Technical and 
Operational 
Challenges

• Limited Technical 
Expertise

• Data Quality and 
Standardization

• Privacy and Security 
Concerns

3.Political and 
Institutional 
Challenges

• Political Will and 
Leadership

• Cultural and 
Institutional 
resistance

• Lack of 
Comprehensive 
Regulation framework

4.Regulatory and 
Legal Challenges

• Low Public 
Awareness and 
Engagement 

5.Public Engagement 
Challenges
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Despite challenges there are many favorable opportunities
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Opportunities for Open Government Data in Laos
• High-level political support and incoming legal framework
• International and Regional Cooperation
• Support from Foreign Aid
• Smooth Transition from Open Information to Open Data
• Avoiding Detour and Mistakes by Learning from Peers’ best practices
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Legal and Regulatory on ICT and digital economy

Law support Digital and ICT : the Law on ICT (2017), Law on Prevention and Combating Cyber Crime (2015), Law on 
Payment System (2017) and the Law on Electronic Signatures (2018), Law on advance Technology (2020) , Law on 
Telecommunications (2020), Law on Electronic Transactions (2022), Decree on Digital Government  (2022),  and 2024 
Draft digital Government Strategies, AI strategies, Cybersecurity Strategy and Law. 

20092009 2011 2013 2015 2016 2017 2020 20212018

ICT Policy and development

Law on Electronic Transaction

Cyber Crime Law

Law on ICT

Data Protection Law

Decree on Telecom Trasmission

Law on Telecommunication

Digita Signature Law

Digital Economy Masterplan

2022

- Decree on Digital 
Govermment 

-  -  Amened3 Laws: 1. 
Telecom, Electronic 

transaction, advance 
technology 

2024

Draft Digital Government 
Strategy, AI, cybersecurity law 
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Digital Policy Development

20-Year National Digital Economic 

Development Vision (2021-2040)

• Draft 10-Year National AI 

Strategy (2025-2035)

• Draft 10-Year Digital Government 

Strategy (2025-2035)
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Opportunities for Open Government Data in Laos
• High-level political support and incoming legal framework
• International and Regional Cooperation

• Leveraging ASEAN+3 and International Partnerships
• ASEAN guides, like ASEAN FRAMEWORK on Digital Data Governance
• Regional cooperation enables Laos to align with international OGD standards and best practices.

• Support from Foreign Aid
• Smooth Transition from Open Information to Open Data
• Avoiding Detour and Mistakes by Learning from Peers’ best practices

Source: Shutterstock

Source: ASEAN 

https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/6B-ASEAN-Framework-on-Digital-Data-Governance_Endorsedv1.pdf
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Opportunities for Open Government Data in Laos
• High-level political support and incoming legal framework
• International and Regional Cooperation
• Support from Foreign Aid

• Laos receives significant support (both technical and financial) from international development partners
• Example: The National Information Society Agency (NIA) supports a pilot project on OGD through 

cooperation with the Ministry of Technology and Communications (MTC)
• Laos is applying for further development of an OGD portal under ODA funding

• Besides, UNDESA also provides support to Lao PDR on the Laos in capacity-building efforts through 
workshops and consultations. Focus on National Data Governance as part of Laos’ digital 
transformation agenda

• Smooth Transition from Open Information to Open Data
• Avoiding Detour and Mistakes by Learning from Peers’ best practices
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Opportunities for Open Government Data in Laos
• High-level pollical support and incoming legal framework
• International and Regional Cooperation
• Support from Foreign Aid
• Smooth Transition from Open Information to Open Data
• Avoiding Detour and Mistakes by Learning from Peers’ best practices
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Source: Centre of Information and Education for Health

Source: Mekong River Commision

Source: Lao Army News

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/tQyjZcLv2U4emqc2/?mibextid=WC7FNe
https://www.facebook.com/share/XdmdNGugKc6RUpqU/
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Opportunities for Open Government Data in Laos
• High-level political support and incoming legal framework
• International and Regional Cooperation
• Support from Foreign Aid
• Smooth Transition from Open Information to Open Data
• Avoiding Detour and Mistakes by Learning from Peers’ best practices
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What next for Open Government Data in Laos

1. Incremental Approach to Implementation
• Start small with key sectors (e.g., economic, education, health) for quick wins and 

measurable impacts.
• Leverage pilot project results to gradually scale up OGD initiatives across more 

sectors.
2. Continuous Refinement

• Refine strategies based on feedback and lessons learned from practical 
implementation experiences.

3. Developing Legal Frameworks
• In parallel, efforts are underway to draft relevant legal frameworks, including the 

Access to Information Right Act, Open Government Data Law and etc. (currently in 
discussion).
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• Key Points:
• Laos has significant opportunities to implement OGD despite challenges.

• International partnerships, pilot projects, and incremental approaches can drive success.

• OGD can promote transparency, economic growth, and regional leadership.

• Call to Action:
• Encourage stakeholders to support OGD initiatives.

• Leverage international aid and partnerships for successful implementation.

Transforming Open Government Data Challenges into Opportunities
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