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Institutional arrangements:
considerations for the VNR and SDG implementation

 What has, and has not, worked well? 

 What adjustments has your country made since 2015 in relation to SDG implementation?

 Look at the main policy functions (e.g. strategy and planning, monitoring and evaluation) and 
map the institutional landscape – the structures/actors, mechanisms and processes

 Where are existing, and potential, entry points for key actors to engage with the SDGs?
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• Adaptation of legal and regulatory frameworks for SDG implementation

• Integration of the SDGs into / their alignment with national strategies and plans

• Creation of SDG implementation roadmaps or action plans

• Creation of piloting/coordination structures in government for the SDGs

• Development of national SDG monitoring, follow-up and review frameworks, including 
the creation of SDG information hubs and SDG evaluation frameworks 

Reflecting institutional arrangements in VNRs:

some key areas that enable SDG implementation



Example: Indonesia’s coordination structure

Source: BPK, audit of preparedness, p. 14, reflected in 2019 VNR.
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Reflecting institutional arrangements in VNRs:

consider entry points available to different parts of national 
institutional systems, beyond central governments, and to other 
actors in SDG implementation

• Subnational and local governments
• Parliaments
• Supreme audit institutions (SAIs)
• Non-governmental organizations 
• Academia and experts
• Private sector

For example:
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Parliaments Non-state actors
• Contributing to SDG coordination at the national level 

(e.g. involvement in national institutional coordination 
mechanisms)

• Participating in independent evaluation initiatives to assess SDG 
implementation (e.g. independent assessments commissioned by a 
government)

• Organizing independent reviews of progress on the SDGs (e.g. 
shadow reports)

• Engaging in awareness-raising related to the SDGs

• Contributing to nationalizing the Goals (through the adaptation of 
the SDGs and their targets to the national context)

• Contributing to the definition of SDG indicators at the 
national or subnational level / contributing data for monitoring

• Participating in the national government-led effort to report on SDG 
progress (national SDG progress reports, VNRs)

• Contributing to SDG coordination at the national level (e.g. 
involvement in national institutional coordination 
mechanisms)

• Receiving reports from governments on sustainable 
development progress for approval or comments

• Drafting laws/resolutions and making budget proposals 
aligned with the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs

• Following up on recommendations provided by SAIs

• Contributing to the alignment of national plans/policies with 
the SDGs

• Contributing to the preparation of a national SDG 
strategy/SDG roadmap/action plan

• Contributing to the preparation of national progress reports 
on SDG implementation (e.g. VNRs)

Some 
examples...
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An approach by milestones
Integration of the SDGs into a national sustainable development strategy (NSDS) or national 
development plan (NDP)
Publication of a national SDG roadmap or action plan for SDG implementation

Creation of a high-level piloting structure for SDG implementation in government 

Publication of national SDG indicators

Government reporting on SDG progress at the national level 

Creation of a central SDG hub – electronic portal 

Parliament's involvement

SAI's involvement

Evaluation by non-state actors
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Some DESA observations & conclusions on SDG institutionalization
• In general, a positive trend of broadening and deepening institutionalization of the 2030 

Agenda. Yet – still a work in progress.  

• No regularities or “typical” patterns of institutionalization of the Goals are easily identifiable 
across countries. 

• Entry points for various actors into SDG-related institutional processes are multiplying. Yet -
wide variations in the levels of involvement of different state and non-state actors.

• National coordination and advisory bodies often enable and facilitate engagement. 

• Scarcity of evaluations of the effectiveness of institutional arrangements for SDG 
implementation at the national level.

• Potential for cross-country learning (like this!) in every area of SDG implementation.



World Public Sector Report 2021 - National Institutional Arrangements for Implementation of the 
SDGs: A five-year stocktaking

Chapter 1: Changes in institutional arrangements for Sustainable 
Development Goals implementation at the national level since 2015

Chapter 2: Monitoring, follow-up and review of the Sustainable 
Development Goals

Chapter 3: Building the capacity of public servants to implement the 2030 
Agenda

Chapter 4: The impacts of COVID-19 on national institutional arrangements 
for Sustainable Development Goals implementation

Full report / Executive summary / Chapter-based policy briefs 

See:  https://publicadministration.un.org/en/Research/World-Public-
Sector-Reports

See also: Principles of Effective Governance for Sustainable Development 
https://publicadministration.un.org/en/Intergovernmental-Support/CEPA/Principles-of-Effective-Governance



Thank you


