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Division for Public Institutions and Digital Government (DPIDG)

Milestones: an approach to assessing SDG institutionalization

Publication of a national SDG roadmap / 
action or acceleration plan for SDG 
implementation 

Integration of the SDGs into a national 
sustainable development strategy (NSDS) or 
national development plan (NDP)

Creation of a central SDG hub – electronic 
portal

Creation of a high-level piloting structure for SDG 
implementation in government

Involvement of parliamentPublication of national SDG indicators

Involvement of the supreme audit institution 
(SAI)

Government reporting on SDG progress at the 
national level 

Evaluation by non-state actors
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Example: India’s official SDG Portal
Source: 
https://www.niti.gov.in/index.php/overview-
sustainable-development-goals
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Source: https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2021/26281VNR_2020_India_Report.pdf



Involvement of parliaments

• Contributing to SDG coordination at the national level (e.g. involvement in national 
institutional coordination mechanisms)

• Receiving reports from governments on sustainable development progress for approval or 
comments

• Drafting laws/resolutions and making budget proposals aligned with the 2030 Agenda and 
the SDGs

• Following up on recommendations provided by SAIs

• Contributing to the alignment of national plans/policies with the SDGs

• Contributing to the preparation of a national SDG strategy/SDG roadmap/action plan

• Contributing to the preparation of national progress reports on SDG implementation (e.g.
VNRs)



Example: Romania’s VNR – role of Parliament

Source: 2023 VNR, pp. 26, 79
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Assessing institutional arrangements for the SDGs

Evaluations

• Evaluate policies, strategies, programmes that explain why targets are achieved or not 
achieved, and whether and how they relate to one or more SDGs

• Variation in existing evaluations

• Case of Finland: institutionalized regular independent assessments of its 
government’s performance in implementing the SDGs

• Provisions in SDG strategies and/or regulatory frameworks

• Alignment of national or sector evaluation systems with SDG follow-up and review 
systems



Division for Public Institutions and Digital Government (DPIDG)

Assessing institutional arrangements for the SDGs

Performance audits by supreme audit institutions
• IDI’s Auditing SDGs initiative – more than 70 performance audits of preparedness for SDG 

implementation, most of which covered, inter alia, institutional arrangements; some SAIs have 
moved to conduct audits of implementation. 

• Audits not specific to SDGs can still be valuable.

Impacts
• Morocco’s government created the National Commission for SD in response to the SAI’s 

recommendation to set up a mechanism for coordinating and defining responsibilities in the 
SDG monitoring process.

• Croatia’s 2023 VNR specifies actions taken in response to recommendations in the SAI’s audit 
report on the country’s SDG preparedness.



Thank you


