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Division for Public Institutions and Digital Government (DPIDG)

Milestones: an approach to assessing SDG institutionalization

Publication of a national SDG roadmap or 
action plan for SDG implementation 

Integration of the SDGs into a national 
sustainable development strategy (NSDS) or 
national development plan (NDP)

Creation of a central SDG hub – electronic 
portal

Creation of a high-level piloting structure for SDG 
implementation in government

Involvement of parliamentPublication of national SDG indicators

Involvement of the supreme audit institutionGovernment reporting on SDG progress at the 
national level 

Evaluation by non-state actors
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Example: India’s official SDG Portal
Source: 
https://www.niti.gov.in/index.php/overview-
sustainable-development-goals
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Source: https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/vnrs/2021/26281VNR_2020_India_Report.pdf



Example: Kenya’s VNR – role of Parliament

Source: Kenya’s 2020 VNR, pp. 18-22, https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26359VNR_2020_Kenya_Report.pdf

Section - 3.0 POLICY AND ENABLING ENVIRONMENT, 3.1 Creating ownership of the Sustainable Development 
Goals: 

“3.1.2 Multi-Stakeholders’ Partnerships to Implement the SDGs The Government of Kenya recognises that 
stakeholders’ engagement and public participation are integral element in developing, designing and 
implementing policies and development strategies that benefit all Kenyans. The Government interacts with a 
broad range of stakeholders, from those who have interest in facilitating the implementation of the SDGs Agenda 
to those that are beneficiaries of the realisation of the SDGs goals and targets. The following are the key 
stakeholders, what they are doing to implement the SDGs and how the Government engages them.” 

[…National Government, Council of Governors and Sub-National Government, Parliament…]
“The Kenya Parliamentary Caucus on SDGs and Business was formed in 2017 to promote sustainable 
development and socialresponsive business through legislation, resource mobilisation, oversight and 
partnerships. The Caucus has capacity build policy makers, eight Parliamentary Committees and parliamentary 
staff from constituencies on SDGs related topics and advocated for SDGs endorsement and their localisation. In 
2019, the Caucus held an SDGs Open Day in Parliament and launched its 2019- 2023 strategic plan. Parliament 
has participated in SDGs activities including preparation of 2019 SDGs progress report and 2019 HLPF”
[…Civil society organizations, Private Sector, UN support, Volunteers, Academia and Research Institutions, 
Children]



Division for Public Institutions and Digital Government (DPIDG)

Assessing institutional arrangements for the SDGs

Evaluations

• Evaluate policies, strategies, programmes that explain why targets are achieved or not 
achieved, and whether and how they relate to one or more SDGs

• Variation in existing evaluations

• Case of Finland: institutionalized regular independent assessments of its 
government’s performance in implementing the SDGs

• Provisions in SDG strategies and/or regulatory frameworks

• Alignment of national or sector evaluation systems with SDG follow-up and review 
systems



Division for Public Institutions and Digital Government (DPIDG)

Assessing institutional arrangements for the SDGs

Performance audits by supreme audit institutions
• IDI’s Auditing SDGs initiative – more than 70 performance audits of preparedness for SDG 

implementation, most of which covered, inter alia, institutional arrangements; some SAIs have 
moved to conduct audits of implementation. 

• Audits not specific to SDGs can still be valuable.

Impacts
• Morocco’s government created the National Commission for SD in response to the SAI’s 

recommendation to set up a mechanism for coordinating and defining responsibilities in the 
SDG monitoring process

• Costa Rica’s 2020 VNR report includes information on the status of recommendations made by 
that country’s SAI in several audit reports regarding the SDGs; many have been implemented



World Public Sector Report 2021 - National Institutional Arrangements for 
Implementation of the SDGs: A five-year stocktaking

Chapter 1: Changes in institutional arrangements for Sustainable 
Development Goals implementation at the national level since 2015

Chapter 2: Monitoring, follow-up and review of the Sustainable 
Development Goals

Chapter 3: Building the capacity of public servants to implement the 2030 
Agenda

Chapter 4: The impacts of COVID-19 on national institutional arrangements 
for Sustainable Development Goals implementation

Full report / Executive summary / Chapter-based policy briefs 

See:  https://publicadministration.un.org/en/Research/World-Public-
Sector-Reports



Thank you


