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from the World Public Sector Report 2025

Background

Since 2015, the International Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions (INTOSAI) and
Supreme Audit Institutions (SAls) have actively positioned themselves on the international
agenda on sustainable development and identified the contribution to SDG implementation,
follow-up and review as a strategic priority in two successive strategic plans (2017-2022
and 2023-2028). This enabling framework fostered multiple initiatives - often supported by
the INTOSAI Development Initiative (IDI) or undertaken by other INTOSAI bodies and
individual SAls-, that have resulted in various tools, methodologies, and a wealth of audit
reports covering a wide range of sectors and SDG targets.

As a result of these efforts, SAls have increasingly been able to evaluate the performance of
policies and programs to implement the SDGs and to identify institutional constraints that
prevent effective implementation.

The 2025 edition of the World Public Sector Report focuses on the contribution of SAls to
the implementation, follow-up and review of the SDGs. It provides a global picture of SAIs’
contribution to SDG implementation both in general and in selected SDG areas, and examines
how the positioning of SAls vis-a-vis the SDGs has evolved since 2016.

UNDESA/DPIDG and IDI will collaborate in the organization of a side event and, depending
on room and time availability, a follow-up technical workshop on the margins of the XXV
International Congress of Supreme Audit Institutions (INCOSAI) (27-31 October 2025,
Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt). Drawing on insights from the World Public Sector Report2025, the
event aims to foster dialogue on the evolving role of SAls in auditing national priorities on
sustainable development and advancing the SDGs.

Objectives

The overall objective of the event is to disseminate the key messages and findings of the 2025
edition of the World Public Sector Report and to encourage their consideration by SAls
interested in auditing the SDGs.



Drawing on the different substantive themes covered in the report - including climate
change, leave no one behind, public financial management and the experience of the SDG
preparedness audits -, the sessions will provide a platform to reflect on emerging trends and
issues in SDG auditing. In particular, participants will explore the evolving role of SAls in
auditing sustainable development priorities, their positioning vis-a-vis SDG follow-up and
review systems and UN processes, and the competencies external auditors need to conduct
independent assessments in this area.

Participants
Participation will draw on attendees from the SAI community and other stakeholders to the

XXIV INCOSAL

In addition to DPIDG and IDI staff, representatives and former representatives from SAls
with experience in SDG auditing will be invited to participate and engage as speakers.
Representatives from SIDS and/or LDCs will be featured among the participants. Regional
and gender balance will guide the selection of participants.

Date and venue

The event will be held on 30 October 2025 (12.30-13.30 hrs) at the International Congress
Center in Sharm El-Sheik (Egypt), which is the official venue of the XXV INCOSALI.

Structure and format
The event will be held in person. Discussions will be conducted in English.

The side event will have a duration of 60 minutes, including a presentation of the key
messages from the World Public Sector Report 2025, a panel discussion and dialogue with
participants.

If logistically feasible, a short technical follow-up workshop will be held with interested
participants to deepen the conversation on selected topics covered during the side event.

Output

A brief report will document the discussions.

Contact

For further information, please contact Ms. Aranzazu Guillan Montero, Senior Governance
and Public Administration Officer, UNDESA/DPIDG (guillanmontero@un.org).




XXV INCOSAI Side event

Provisional agenda

THURSDAY, 30 OCTOBER 2025

12.30-13.30 HRS. (GMT+3

12:30 - 12:45 HRS. Welcome
Opening remarks

e UNDESA
e INTOSAI
e [DI

12:45-12:55 HRS. Presentation
Supreme Audit Institutions and the SDGs: Key messages from the World
Public Sector Report 2025

Presenter:
e Ms. Aranzazu Guilldan Montero, Senior Governance and Public
Administration Officer, UNDESA.

12:55-13:30 HRS. Panel discussion
Auditing the SDGs: Lessons learned and forward-looking reflections to
inform audits on sustainable development

Panelists:

e Ms. Archana Shirsat, Deputy Director General at IDI

e Ms. Yvonne James, Director of Audit of St. Lucia

e Mr. Dashiell Velasque da Costa, ClimateScanner coordinator, TCU
Brazil

e  Mr. Chris Mihm, Adjunct professor of public administration,
Syracuse University, and former Managing director for strategic
issues at U.S. GAO

Moderator: Ms. Aranzazu Guillan Montero, Senior Governance and Public
Administration Officer, UNDESA.

13:30 HRS. Closing by moderator



