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• WORLD: Positive global growth projections for 2021
• SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA’S projected growth is lower than 

EMDE average (3.9% compared to 5% in 2021).
• KENYA’S economic growth averaged 5.7% (2019) placing it as 

one of the fastest growing economies in Sub-Saharan Africa.
• Due to Covid-19 pandemic, GDP could see a delay in the 

projected recovery to 5.2% growth in 2021
• Due to scarcity of national resources, the IMF has made 

available in 2020, US$250 billion out of its US$1 trillion lending 
capacity to EMDE.

• KENYA: An IMF financing package of US$2.4 Billion over 3 
years for economic & structural policies was agreed (2021): to 
advancing structural reform & governance agenda, including 
ongoing efforts to strengthen transparency & accountability 
through the anticorruption framework.

• Domestic financial solutions remain important for governments 
to consider as instruments in favor of economic recovery.

• Unlocking the potential of public procurement as key policy 
instrument is a priority while respecting integrity, transparency 
and accountability.

Context: 2030 is approaching, the pressure to act with an increasing sense of urgency in a 
context of unprecedented pandemic and ensuing financial and economic challenges
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Sustainable Public Procurement as Accelerator of Sustainable Development

 Governments are the largest buyers in economies.

 Public Procurement is a powerful tool for value for
money and efficiency and is key to achieving
secondary policy objectives: stimulating economic
activity, sustainable green growth, SMEs development,
innovation, responsible business conduct or industrial
policy objectives.

 It remains an untapped source of economic and
social prosperity

 It is largely bureaucratic, inefficient and highly
vulnerable to corruption.

 An urgent need for developing economies to have
efficient public procurement systems to ensure that
quality works, goods or services are acquired at the
best value and in transparent and accountable
ways.

Public Procurement: An untapped source of economic and social prosperity
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http://www.finance.gov.lb/en‐us/Finance/DC/Pages/default.aspx

CORRUPTION: Direct losses, opportunity costs & deteriorating confidence

• 57% of corruption cases involve 
bribes to obtain public procurement 
contracts (OECD, 2014).

• Estimated 10-30% of the investment 
in publicly funded construction 
projects may be lost through 
mismanagement and corruption (CoST, 
2014).

• +30% of companies that participated 
in a public tender report that corruption 
prevented them from accessing public 
procurement market (Flash 
Eurobarometer 428, 2015)
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CORRUPTION: Direct losses, opportunity costs & deteriorating confidence

Shortcomings and enormous costs:
• Necessary projects delayed or made 

unfeasible
• Additional costs and less fiscal space of 

expenditures
• Poorly performing suppliers/contractors 

leading to degrading quality of goods 
and services

• Citizens’ safety compromised
• Decrease in government’s confidence 

and its capacity to institute change and 
sustain reforms

• Losses in economic opportunities & 
investment attractivity
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Integrity is a whole‐of‐government and whole‐of‐society matter: 3 PILLARS

COHERENT SYSTEM

INTEGRITY CULTURE

EFFECTIVE ACCOUNTABILITY

Source: OECD Recommendation of the Council on Public Integrity, 2017



Lamia Moubayed Beirut, March 2021Lamia Moubayed Beirut, March 2021

Principles of Effective Governance

• The 2030 Agenda cannot be realized without 
transparent, accountable and ethical public 
institutions. 

• Goal 16 of the 2030 Agenda highlights the 
need to substantially reduce corruption and 
bribery in all their forms (Target 16.5). 

• The Principles of Effective Governance for 
Sustainable Development3, developed by the 
Committee of Experts on Public Administration 
(CEPA) and adopted by the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in 
2018, also emphasize the need for 
accountability, integrity, transparency and 
independent oversight



Lamia Moubayed Beirut, March 2021

http://www.finance.gov.lb/en‐us/Finance/DC/Pages/default.aspx

Open procurement data: Towards integrity and 
effective governance

• Sound public procurement systems are a key pillar to 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and form a 
prerequisite for delivering effectively medical goods, water 
services and sustainable infrastructure for economic recovery.

• Tackling integrity risks in procurement not only contributes to 
better quality of services for the people and stronger 
infrastructure, but it also enables substantial government 
savings, resulting in increased domestic resources to finance 
other development initiatives.

• Open procurement with systematic and free access to data 
is the foundation for better procurement policies, 
procurement system enhancement, sound monitoring, 
competitive environment for businesses and especially 
SMEs, and increased oversight by competent authorities 
and CSOs.

• Legal and institutional foundations for Open procurement come 
in line with the United Nations Convention Against 
Corruption, the EU Directives, and the OECD 
Recommendations on PP.
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The Act establishes the Public Procurement Regulatory Authority among other functions, to monitor, assess and review the
public procurement and Asset Disposal system to ensure they respect the National values and other provisions including
Article 227 of the constitution on public procurement.
https://www.tenders.go.ke/website is the Public Procurement Information Portal, an online platform managed by Public
Procurement Regulatory Authority (PPRA) for publication of contract awards and tender notices by Procuring Entities.
Number of annual tenders: 19,729 (Global PP database, World Bank)
Number of annual contracts: 5,769 (Global PP database, World Bank) 
Value of annual contracts: $1,467,514,733 (Global PP database, World Bank)
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Corruption is the ultimate betrayal of public trust”
Secretary-General António Guterres1Lessons learned:

1. REGULATORY FRAMEWORK: consistent with obligations deriving from legally binding international anti-corruption
agreements and that clearly define fraud, corruption and other prohibited practices in procurement, .

2. STRATEGIC Vs CLERICAL function

3. PROFESSIONALIZATION

4. EFFECTIVE COMPLAINTS mechanisms: Independent – efficient – timely+ engagement of civil society

5. OVERSIGHT INSTITUTIONS Regulator, Review bodies, Curt of accounts ..etc.

6. ANTI-CORRUPTION FRAMEWORK: prevent, detect and penalise corruption (public and private) commensurate with
the level of responsibility and the capacity of agencies to enable responsibilities to be carried out.

7. ADEQUATE AND TIMELY ACCESS TO INFORMATION by all stakeholders as a precondition for effective participation.
Transparency is not enough. Should go hand in hand with effective scrutiny and accountability mechanisms.

8. AN ENABLING ENVIRONMENT for public consultation and monitoring:
• Build the capacity of relevant stakeholders (Public leaders, Civil society, academia, think tanks, private sector…)to

understand, monitor and improve public procurement regulations and processes;
• Transparent and consultative process when formulating changes;
• Government takes into account the input, comments and feedback received from civil society

9. CONTINUOUS LEARNING from Worldwide Experience
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Thank You
@IOFlebanon

https://www.institutdesfinances.gov.lb

Corruption is the ultimate betrayal of public trust”
Secretary-General António Guterres


